
 

 

Dr. John Wright Receives Fulbright U.S. Scholar Award for 2026-2027 

 

Dr. John Wright, a Professor of Automation & Electronics Technologies at Millersville University of Pennsylvania, has 
received a Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program award in Engineering to Finland for the spring 2027 academic term from the 
U.S. Department of State, The Fulbright Finland Foundation, and Turku University of Applied Sciences (UAS).  

Drawing on his experience founding U.S. robotics degree programs, Dr. Wright will teach mobile robotics, mentor 
students in developing an autonomous research platform, and advance applied curricula aligned with industry needs. 
The project supports Finland’s 2030 goals in automation and workforce development while strengthening U.S.–Finnish 
collaboration, expanding innovation capacity, and building sustainable pathways for research, exchanges, and joint 
student projects. 

“I am so excited to collaborate with the faculty, staff, and students at Turku UAS,” says Wright. “This opportunity is 
incredible. I am so grateful to be able to share and learn about applied engineering pedagogy focused on modern 
automation and robotics.” 

Fulbright U.S. Scholars are accomplished faculty, researchers, administrators, and established professionals who teach 
or conduct research in partnership with institutions around the world. Through these affiliations, they expand their 
professional networks and often seed future research, innovation, and institutional partnerships. When they return 
home to their campuses, labs, and classrooms, Fulbright Scholars share their experiences and insights, becoming 
champions of international collaboration. Many go on to host visiting scholars, and inspire colleagues and students to 
pursue transformative opportunities abroad. 

The Fulbright Program was established in 1946 as a bold investment in global peace and American prosperity through 
educational and cultural exchange. The Fulbright Program is marking its 80th anniversary in 2026, which coincides with 
America's 250th anniversary celebration. This dual milestone provides an unprecedented opportunity to showcase the 
Fulbright Program's role in America's legacy of leadership, innovation, international collaboration, and American 
excellence.   

Fulbright provides opportunities for exceptional Americans and participants from 160 countries and locations to study, 
teach, and conduct research abroad. For eight decades, Fulbrighters have been leaders at the forefront of discovery and 
innovation, conducting cutting edge research, advancing critical industries, and preparing future generations with new 
skills and perspectives. Fulbrighters have included 46 heads of state or government, 63 Nobel Laureates, 93 Pulitzer 
Prize winners, 83 MacArthur Fellows, and countless leaders in all sectors and industries across the United States and 
around the world.   

Fulbright U.S. Scholars teach or conduct research or professional projects abroad through the Fulbright U.S. Scholar 
Program. In addition, recent college graduates, graduate students, and early career professionals pursue graduate study, 
conduct research, or teach English in schools abroad each year through the Fulbright U.S. Student Program. 

 



Fulbright is a program of the U.S. Department of State, with funding provided by the U.S. Government. Participating 
governments and host institutions, corporations, and foundations around the world also provide direct and indirect 
support to the Program.  

In the United States, the Institute of International Education implements the Fulbright U.S. Student and U.S. 
Scholar Programs on behalf of the U.S. Department of State. For more information about the Fulbright Program, 
visit https://fulbrightprogram.org.   

The deadline to apply for 2027-2028 Fulbright U.S. Scholar awards is September 15, 2026.  Learn more about Fulbright 
U.S. Scholar awards and eligibility.  

 


